
Cystic  Fibrosis  Canada  

2025 Research Competition Results 

Early Career Investigator Award 

Research  focus Recipient Project 

Address  chronic  lung  infections  
Joel  Finbloom 
University  of  British  Columbia 
Cathleen  Morrison  Research 
Impact  Award  and  Marsha  Morton 
ECI  Award  Recipient  

Biofilm-Interfacing  Nanomaterials  to 
Improve  Antibiotic  Delivery  and  Treat 
Chronic  Pseudomonas  Aeruginosa 
Infections 

Address  chronic  lung  infections  
Justin DiTrani 
University of Alberta 

Targeting  the  electron  transport  chain  of 
Pseudomonas  aeruginosa  to  eliminate 
chronic  lung  infections  

Help CF care teams make 
informed decisions 
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Rachel  Eddy  
University  of  British  Columbia 

Quantitative  Structure-Function 
Pulmonary  MRI  for  Personalized  CF 
Care  
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Research Fellowship 

Research FocusResearch  focus Fellow Project 

Target  the  genetic  cause  of  CF  
Xianglei  Fu 
University  of  Toronto 
2026  Jennifer  and  Robert  Sturgess 
Fellow 

Inhalable  mRNA  Lipid  Nanoparticles  for 
Precision  Base  Editing  in  Cystic  Fibrosis  

Address  chronic  lung  infections  
Hannah  Ostapska  
Université  de  Montréal 

Membrane  vesicle-mediated  delivery  of 
antimicrobials  in  disrupting  cystic  fibrosis 
polymicrobial  biofilms  and  enhancing 
antibiotic  efficacy 

Publication  Prize  

 Research focus Recipient Project 

Health  impacts  of  CFTR 
modulators  

 
 

    
 

Heather Girouard 
McGill University 
John and Marika Wallenburg 

Publication Prize

The  Impact  of  Elexacaftor-Tezacaftor-
Ivacaftor  on  Cardiometabolic  Risk 
Factors:  A  Systematic  Review 
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Research FocusResearch  focus Recipient Project 

Advancing  CFRD  diagnoses 
Sylvie  Lesage 
CIUSSS  de  l'Est  de  l’Ile  de  Montréal  
Co-funded  by  Diabetes  Canada 

Defining  the  contribution  of  immune 
cells  to  CFRD  

Treatment  options  for  all 
mutations 

Lucia  Lee 
Queen’s  University 

Development  of  Synthetic  Chloride 
Channels  and  Transporters  using  Main 
group  Supramolecular  Interactions  

Investigating  potential  for 
earlier  diagnosis  and  treament 

Amy  Wong 
The  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  

Exploring  the  fetal  origins  of  cystic  fibrosis 
lung  disease   

Address  chronic  lung  
infections 

Valerie  Waters 
The  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  

Identifying  novel  therapies  to  treat 
persistent  P.  aeruginosa  infection  in  people 
with  CF  on  CFTR  modulators   
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Research FocusResearch  focus Recipient Project 

    Cancer risk and cystic fibrosis 

Ranjani  Somayaji 
University  of  Alberta  
Funded  by  the  Canadian  Cancer 
Society 

   
    

Self-testing for Female HPV 
Epidemiology in Cystic Fibrosis 
(SAFE-CF)  

Address  chronic  infections  Isaac  Martin 
The  Hospital  for  Sick  Children 

A  Generalizable  CRISPR-Based  Strategy  to 
Defeat  Drug-Resistant  Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa  in  Cystic  Fibrosis  Patients  

Mental  health  and  cystic 
fibrosis 

Jonathan  Rayment 
University  of  British  Columbia 

Quantifying  the  neurocognitive  impacts  of 
elexacaftor/tezacaftor/ivacaftor 

Impact  of  modulators  on 
pregnancy 

Evaluating  placental  transfer  of  CFTR 
modulators  to  guide  cystic  fibrosis  therapy 
in  pregnancy  

Janine  Hutson 
Western  University  
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